Accès Cinéma:  a unique experience for advanced French students to improve their French language skills while learning about francophone African culture and filmmaking

The City of Montréal hosts an African Film Festival each spring, called Vues D’Afrique. The Penobscot School in Rockland, ME, offers immersion programs in Montréal to compliment the film festival.

This year, Julia Schultz, one of the founding directors of the Penobscot School, has created an opportunity for high school students of advanced French to participate in an immersion program linked to the film festival.  This program is tailored to the interests and abilities of high school students. The dates are Thursday, April 26-Sunday, April 29.  

For $175 tuition, students will receive an orientation evening, tickets to all films, three days of classes conducted in French, meetings with filmmakers conducted in French, and course, film and city orientation materials. The classes will be held in the Centre Afrika on rue St. Hubert in the Quartier Latin.  

VFLA is offering 10 scholarships of $175 to cover the tuition for this exciting learning opportunity.  (VFLA is not sponsoring this program and has no responsibility for it beyond covering the cost of tuition.)

Students will be financially responsible for room, board and transportation to/from Montréal.  Ten spaces at the L’Hôtel de Paris, an auberge de jeunesse centrally located and recommended by the Penobscot School, are being held for the scholarship winners.  These are dormitory-like accommodations that include breakfast in the morning.  They will cost the student $15 per night for three nights.  For lunch and dinner, there are nearby cafes and restaurants with reasonable prices.  The films are held in cinemas around the city, in walking distance or accessible by Metro.

Teachers or parents will be needed as chaperones.  Ruth Ann Dunn will contact the student winners and their teachers to discuss trip details, including chaperones, transportation to/from Montreal, and rendez-vous on April 26.

Students wishing to apply for a tuition scholarship should complete the Penobscot School Application and the VFLA Tuition Scholarship Application and send them to the address at the bottom of the application.  Deadline is March 16, 2007.

For further information:

VFLA Tuition Scholarship, contact Ruth Ann Dunn, VFLA President, dunnru@msu.edu or 802-874-4572 (home).

Vues d’Afrique Film Festival   http://www.vuesdafrique.org
Penobscot School’s Accès Cinéma,    http://www.cinema-africain.org/ or email penobscot@languagelearning.org (Patti Luchetti).

