FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN WONDERLAND

“Well, in our country,” said Alice, still panting a little, “you’d generally get to 



somewhere else -- if you ran very fast for a long time as we’ve been doing.”



“A slow sort of country!” said the Queen. “Now, here, you see, it takes all the

                             running you can do, to keep in the same place. If you want to get somewhere

                             else, you must run twice as fast as that!” 



Carroll, Lewis, Through the Looking Glass and What Alice Found There 


Literature is full of stories of people who find themselves in strange lands where the regular rules just don’t seem to apply. Kafka’s  “K”, Dorothy in the Land of Oz, even Catch 22’s Yossarian -- we foreign language teachers can relate to them all. 

We work hard, we take care of ourselves and our students, and yet the context within which we work becomes “curio user and curio user”.


Take the No Child Left Behind Act, for example. As we know, this 2001 act was designed to ensure that all children receive a good education, and to hold schools accountable. Districts and schools that fail to make ‘adequate yearly progress”  toward state proficiency goals will first be targeted for assistance, and then be subject to corrective action. Although the NCLB lists foreign languages among the “core academic subjects”, there is little other mention of our subject. The focus is on student performance in language arts and math. 

Although there is something to be said for the fact that the spotlight of high-stakes testing has not been focused on foreign language, there is definitely a down side. With the fate of schools hanging on ever-improving test scores in math and English, boards will naturally be concentrating their efforts and resources in these areas, to the detriment of ours. This is especially true in districts where the budget has been voted down. These circumstances have set us scurrying, -- for funds,  for teaching time, for personnel, and sometimes for our very programs.  

We all know the basics of what a teacher can do to retain a strong program: stay informed, both on pro-foreign language research, and on the political realities; collaborate with colleagues to have a department member  on each and every school committee; communicate often with parents; write releases for the school newsletter and for the local paper;  and stay involved with professional organizations such as the VFLA Moreover, since, as Christine Brown emphasized at the Bennington VFLA conference, our students are ultimately our best advocates, we must continue to offer focused, lively, and multi-dimensional classes as well. 

When, despite our efforts, our programs are threatened, it is useful to have facts and expert opinions at the ready. Then we can attend that suddenly-announced school board budget session with  well-reasoned rationales for the importance of  language learning. Just to get you started, here are a few sources of information and enthusiasm should you need to make your case. If you know of others, you can help us all by adding to this list, which will be posted on our web site. Just E-mail me at jesnoyes@sover.net  with your additional resources. Thanks, and as the political chess game becomes ever more complex and strange, we can baffle them all with big Cheshire Cat grin. 

Selected  Advocacy Resources for Foreign Language Teachers

	
	web page 

www.info-france.org/kids/apprend2.html 
	10 raisons

	
	web page

.www.majbill.vt.edu/fll

fren/whyfrench,html

	French – The Most Practical Foreign Language

	AATF

http://aatf.utsa.edu/ 
	pamphlet, 1996

video
	Why French FLES*?

Forward with FLES*

	CANE

Allan Wooley, Executive Secretary

Phillips Exeter Academy

Exeter, N.H.  03833
	pamphlet
	Classical Languages Embrace the World

	Council for Basic Education

1319 F St. N.W., Suite 900

Washington, D.C. 20004-1152
	journal, Perspective

Vol.7, No.2 Spring, 1995
	The Case for Foreign Languages;  by Christine Brown

	ERIC

www.accesseric.org/resources/ericreview/vol6no1/langlern.html 

1-800-LET-ERIC
	journal, K-12 Foreign Language Education, 

Volume 6, Issue 1

pamphlet
	Second Language Learning: Everyone Can Benefit, 

by Kathleen M. Marcos

Why, How, and When Should My Child Learn a Second Language?

	Joint National Committee for Languages
	www.languagepolicy.org 

(for up-to-date information on congressional actions relating to languages) 
	

	LAB, NE and Islands Regional Educational Laboratory At Brown University,

www.lab.brown.edu
	article, December, 2000
	Establishing High Quality Foreign Language Programs in Elementary Schools

	Modern Language Association

10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981
	free pamphlet
	Knowing Other Languages Brings Opportunities

	National Association of State Boards of Education

1012 Cameron St., Alexandria, VA  22314
	pamphlet, September 1988 Issues in Brief
	Foreign Language Study, A Call for State Board Action

	National Endowment for the Humanities

Washington, D.C. 20506 
	booklet, 1987
	American Memory: A Report on the Humanities in the Nation’s Public Schools pp. 11-13

	Principal Magazine
	article, Jan-Feb 2003
	Foreign Language Instruction: What Principals Should Know

	USDOE
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