The VFLA Essay Contest is now for the Novice, Intermediate and Pre-Advanced Levels for students of French, German, and Spanish

Ode to My Language

Topic: We learn other languages for many reasons. Why are you studying language? What do you love about it? What challenges you? What about it makes you curious? Why should others study it too?

This year’s essay contest is actually a poetry contest. You have the opportunity to celebrate your language and to explain what it means to you in the form of a poem, or ode. In your ode, describe your language in a way that would make others want to learn it. Consider this your opportunity to advocate for French, German or Spanish through poetry.

If you are curious about the nature of odes, look up some of Pablo Neruda’s Odes to Common Things and find out how Neruda makes tomatoes, French fries, guitars, and more, famous.

Levels: The levels are based on the ACTFL K-12 Performance Guidelines. The essays will also be evaluated based on the following criteria.

All levels ode-style poetry should:


Be well-organized


Clearly express the writer’s ideas


Represent a sustained idea


Describe the significance of the language of study

Novice (50 words)

· Demonstrates correct sentence structure and noun/adjective agreement

· Includes –AR, -ER, and –IR verbs in the present tense

· My include future tense (ir + a + infinitive)

Intermediate (50-100 words)

· Sustain sentences in the present tense

· May include past and future tenses in structured ways

· May use some idiomatic expressions

Pre-Advanced (100-150 words)

· Paragraphs should be well-organized

· Use complex structures and express complex ideas

· Use idiomatic expressions

· Be creative with the language

Requirements: 
· The teacher must be a current VFLA member.

· It must be typed and double-spaced.

· The name must be omitted from the front page but the teacher writes the student’s name on the back of the page.

· Indicate the level for which the essay is being submitted.

· The signed form indicating that the student did the work independently.

Awards: $75 will be awarded to two students in each of the three categories for a total of six contest winners. 
Deadline: All essays must be postmarked or emailed by Tuesday, May 5, 2008

Send to:
Colleen Birner
316 River Rd.

Colchester, VT 05446 

or cbirner@ccsuvt.org
